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ANN JOHANSSON for The New York Times

THE TÉNERÉ DESERT, MARCH 2, 2005 Jérôme Muller from Montbéliard, France: I’m a painter. I went to the desert to capture the lights
that change little by little throughout the day, the way the colors change in the paintings of Monet, to try to accurately capture the
reality of these colors, to render them more faithfully in my desert paintings — a series I began a year and a half ago. After about 15
paintings, it seemed indispensable for me to go to see the desert for myself. So I went to southern Morocco. And three months later,
I left again for Niger — this time to Téneré, the great desert, which is really, for me, a type of garden where everything is immense
and without end. There were these huge dunes in the middle of the journey, where I climbed all the way to the top and took a photo
every five minutes to capture the gradations in color over time. Everything was so immense. You have this sort of feeling of flying
because the dunes are so high. As told to Austin Considine
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